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20 October 2025  

 
Dear Peter, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 13 October regarding restrictions on services operated into 
England. 
 
I am pleased to advise that Transport for Wales (TfW) plan to begin operating services to 
Bristol from next year. TfW have submitted proposals to Network Rail and the UK 
Government Department for Transport, to run a service once every two hours between 
Cardiff Central and Bristol Temple Meads, calling at intermediate stations along the way. 
The service is planned to be timed between the existing services, operated by Great 
Western Railway, providing additional connectivity between South Wales and South West 
England and more capacity on this busy corridor for commuters and leisure travellers.  
 
TfW are waiting for confirmation from Network Rail that space can be found for the services 
on the route and for the UK Government Department for Transport to confirm that they 
support the introduction of these services, noting that the proposals to serve the “Burns” 
stations include the provision of an extra two trains every hour on the route. The new 
services planned for next year would act as a pre-cursor to the full “Burns” service 
proposals and help encourage more journeys by rail in this area. 
 
I would very much welcome your support for this proposal and for the additional services to 
come, to serve the “Burns” stations. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Ken Skates AS/MS 
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Drafnidiaeth a Gogledd Cymru 
Cabinet Secretary for Transport and North Wales 
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